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St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

• Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening devices, 

including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

• Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack 

in the entry area. 

 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of 

the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship 

service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room 

and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 

 

• Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 a.m. 

For the Generations to Come: The Church in 21st Century America 
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The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

May 17, 2020 
 

Our Redeemer Lives! He lives to call us to live for him. 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn Praise the Almighty! My Soul, Adore Him 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 235 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  

 
 

 Invocation: Following the opening hymn, the service begins with the invocation (meaning “to call 

upon”). In the words of the invocation, worshipers are also reminded of the words used in Holy Baptism 

– words by which they were adopted into the family of God and made members of his Church. Our 

worship is acceptable to God because he has made us his own through baptism. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

  

M: For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to  

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may 

be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think those things 

that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions 

according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Genesis 4:1-16 

 

Cain lived for himself and not for the LORD. 

 

 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the 

help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.” Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. 

 Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In the course of time Cain brought some of the 

fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of 

his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not 

look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 

 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is 

right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it 

desires to have you, but you must master it.”  

to Refrain 

to Refrain 

to Stanza 4 

to Refrain 

to Refrain 
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 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” And while they were in the field, 

Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 

 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 

 “I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

 The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the 

ground. Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your 

brother’s blood from your hand. When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. 

You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” 

 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear. Today you are driving me from the 

land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever 

finds me will kill me.” 

 But the LORD said to him, “Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over.” 

Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. So Cain went out from 

the LORD’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 66 

 

We live for God because of what he has done for us. 

  

  

  

 Shout with joy to God, all the earth! 

  Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious! 

 

 Praise our God, O peoples, 

  let the sound of his praise be heard. 

 

 He has preserved our lives 

  and kept our feet from slipping. Refrain  
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 Come and listen, all you who fear God; 

  let me tell you what he has done for me. 

  

 If I had cherished sin in my heart, 

  the Lord would not have listened; 

 

 but God has surely listened 

  and heard my voice in prayer. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain  

 

Second Lesson 1 John 3:13-18 

 

Because Jesus lived for us, we should also live for him and for others. 

 

 Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. We know that we have passed from death 

to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates 

his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 

 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down 

our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no 

pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but 

with actions and in truth. 

 

Verse of the Day 

Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! If anyone loves me, he will obey my 

teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. Alleluia.  

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel John 14:15-21 

 

Living for God means obeying his commands. 
 

 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Counselor to be with you forever – the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not   
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leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will 

see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you 

are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. 

He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem  Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled 

 by David Haas 

 

 Refrain: Do not let your hearts be troubled, 

 Have faith in God and faith in me. 

 I will go forth to prepare a place for you,  

 Then I’ll come back to take you with me,  

 That where I am, you may also be. 

 

 In God’s house there are many places  

 For you alone to dwell in safety. 

 You know the way to where I’ll lead you, 

 If you are lost, I will show the way. Refrain 

 

 I am the way, the truth, and the life, 

 Only through me can you know what I know. 

 If you knew me, you would know the Father, 

 If you see me, you see your God. Refrain 

 

 The words I speak are not only of myself, 

 It is your God who lives within me. 

 If you believe that your God and I are one, 

 I will provide when you call my name. Refrain  
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Hymn of the Day Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (stanzas 1-4) 

 Christian Worship 377 
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Sermon John 14:15-21 

Christianity is a Love Story 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn The Love of Christ, Who Died for Me 

  Christian Worship Supplement 749 
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Please stand 

 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Forgive Us, Lord  

 Christian Worship 482 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude  



pg. 15 

 

Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Eric Sipe, organ 

Mandy Treder, piano 

 

 
Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service II. Text © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“Praise the Almighty! My Soul, Adore Him” Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Tune public  

 domain. 

 “This is the Feast” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Tune and setting © 1975, 1988 Augsburg  

 Publishing House. 

“Psalm 66” Tune Steven Warner © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

 “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” Text and tune public domain. 

“The Love of Christ, Who Died for Me” Text © 1991 Hope Publishing Company. Tune public domain. 

“Forgive Us, Lord” Text © 1965 Hymn Society in the US and Canada. Tune © 1941 Church of the  

 Ascension, administered by Augsburg Fortress. 

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” Text and tune public domain.  
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Parents’ Preview for May 24 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” 

(Christian Worship 169) 
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Readings for the Week of Easter 6 

  

M Mark 1:35-39 Mark 11:22-26 

T Colossians 4:2-6 James 5:13-18 

W 1 Timothy 2:1-8 John 17:11-26 

R Ascension Day   

F Colossians 3:1-4 Colossians 1:18-23 

S Luke 18:1-8a Ephesians 1:15-23 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Scott Uecker 

scott.uecker@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


